
What Shall I Do, Lord?

“It was not you who chose 

me, but, I who chose you and 

appointed you to go and bear 

fruit that will remain, so that 

whatever you ask the Father 

in my name he may give you.”

John 15:16

Throughout the 40 years of the CSA-supported lay ministry 
program, lay ministers have and continue to spread the Gospel 
in ways ranging from developing food pantries to visiting 
and praying with inmates to serving as parish leaders and 
mentors. Lay ministers faithfully serve their parishes and 
greater communities in incredible ways after completing a 
four-year program of theology and spiritual formation which 
involves nearly 300 hours of training and retreat experiences. 
The lay ministry program directed by the Diocese of Saginaw 
prepares Catholics from all walks of life and backgrounds - 
business owners, attorneys, healthcare workers, executives, 
laborers, educators and others – to return to their parishes and 
communities commissioned to advance the mission of 
Christ. There are nearly 400 lay ministers directly serving 
nearly every parish in the diocese and dozens more candidates 
are in the formation program.

A D V A N C I N G  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  C H R I S T :

“What shall I do, Lord?” is a question we answer in many different ways. Supported  
by the programs and offerings provided by the Diocese of Saginaw, individuals  
respond with some of the following life-giving examples.



There are 20 permanent deacons serving in our diocese. Five men are in 
the permanent deaconate training program.

Young men who were among the nearly 40 high school 
students who participated in Y.E.S. in the diocese last 
summer.

199 people in 42 parishes have completed formal 
training for visiting the sick and homebound.

With research showing a growing number of young people leaving the Catholic faith, ministry 
to the youth of our diocese is of great importance. The Office of Youth Ministry coordinates 
regular opportunities for young people to come together and gather as a larger group so they 
know they are not alone. 

Offerings such as Feed the Fire Masses, held at different churches throughout the year, 
bring together young people from multiple parish communities for Mass with Bishop Cistone, 
dinner, fellowship, formation and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

The diocese also sponsors the annual Youth Encounter Service (Y.E.S.) immersion 
experience, which gathers teens from across the diocese for a week of service and outreach. 
These young people advance the mission of Christ by volunteering on projects in urban areas, 
while being educated on Catholic social teaching. 

Funding through CSA also makes possible the coordination of pilgrimages to the annual 
March for Life in Washington, D.C., where hundreds of youth from our parishes stand up 
for life, the National Catholic Youth Conference and even World Youth Day. 

CSA also supports the one-day youth conference, 
MYFaith, which draws nearly 1,000 young 
people from all corners of the diocese’s 11 counties 
to encounter Jesus Christ through dynamic speakers, 
spirit-filled prayer, contemporary music, sacramental 
reconciliation, Eucharist, discussion, and much more.

These offerings and others help young people to take 
ownership of their faith.



Bishop Cistone with young people at a Feed the Fire gathering.

More than 250 young people from the Diocese of Saginaw attended the national March for Life earlier this year.

Some lay ministers are joined by their director as they proudly show the 
number of years they have been sharing their ministry in their parishes.

There are many individuals in our 
diocese who are unable to physically 
join their parish communities for the 
celebration of Mass and the sacraments. 
In direct response to a growing need 
for trained ministers to visit the sick 
and homebound, the diocese sponsors 
training sessions in pastoral care and 
grief recovery. To date, 199 people in 
42 parishes have completed formal 
training for visiting the sick and 
homebound. Additionally, nearly 40 
individuals are trained in grief recovery. 
Grief recovery training requires 
completion of a faith-based course 
offered by the diocese to learn how to 
provide support to others through the 
stages of grief. These individuals are 
now serving people in their own parish 
communities, and some are becoming 
facilitators so they are able to teach 
these needed skills to others.



Consider a Pledge to the Catholic Services Appeal
GIVING GUIDE

GIFT  
AMOUNT

INITIAL  
PAYMENT

9 MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS

DAILY  
GIFT

	 $10,000 	 $1,000 	 $1,000 $27.40

	 $5,000 	 $500 	 $500 $13.70

	 $2,500 	 $250 	 $250 $6.85

	 $1,000 	 $100 	 $100 $2.75

	 $500 	 $50 	 $50 	 $1.40

	 $250 	 $25 	 $25 	 $0.70

	 $125 	 $12.50 	 $12.50 	 $0.35

	 $50 	 $5 	 $5 	 $0.15

Please consider a gift of 1 percent of your income to CSA.

A nine-month pledge to CSA allows you to make a generous gift to 
the Catholic Services Appeal. Consider a 10 percent down payment 
with your pledge, followed by nine monthly payments made July 
through March.

The diocese will send reminders for your payments, if you request. 
You may select to fulfill your pledge by cash, check or credit card 
payments. 

A pledge is not legally binding, but rather a promise of what a 
parishioner intends to do. All parishioners are asked to make a 
planned, prayerful and sacrificial gift.

Your CSA Gifts Help Support These Diocesan Ministries and Offerings
Your generous gifts to the Catholic Services 
Appeal (CSA) do so much for so many. The 2018 
target for CSA is $3,693,000.

CSA funds approximately 50% of the ministries, 
services, and programs offered within the Diocese 
of Saginaw. A portion is used to fund a variety of 
domestic and international organizations, some of 
which had previously been “second collections” in 
parishes. The Finance Council for the Diocese sets 
each year’s target and oversees the distribution 
of funds to ensure they are used to finance the 
ministries, services, and programs for which they 
are intended.

ADMINISTRATION
Bishop, Chancellor and Vicar General
Delegate for Religious
Victim Assistance Coordinator
Finance Office
Cemeteries

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
Professional development of staff
Curriculum development and implementation
Religious education for students
MANS accreditation
Formation for Catholic school staff

CENTER FOR MINISTRY
Venue available for Parish and 
 Diocesan events

CHRISTIAN SERVICE
Respect Life Ministry
Natural Family Planning
Grief Ministry
BeFriender Ministry
Marriage Ministry
Marriage Preparation
Divorce Ministry
Parish Mission Projects
Legislative Advocacy
Community Outreach
Post Abortive Ministry
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
Disability/Inclusion Ministry
Parish Christian Service Commissions;
 Support and Training

CHURCH MINISTRY
Ministry to Priests, Pastoral Administrators,  
Parochial Vicars, and Religious
Coordinate Priests’ Assembly
Permanent Diaconate Formation

COMMUNICATIONS
Media Relations 
Parish Print Directory 
Diocesan Website, Saginaw.org
Faith Saginaw Magazine
Event Photography 
Faith Video
Print and Digital Media 
Social Media 
myParish App

DEVELOPMENT
Stewardship Education
Parish Capital Campaigns
CSA Strategic Support
Planned Giving Program
Major Events Coordination

EVANGELIZATION
New Evangelization Summit
Evangelization Training

FACILITIES &  
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
Assistance to parishes with construction and renovation
Caretaker of Diocesan properties
Assistance to merged parishes in maintaining  
 and/or selling of buildings and properties

FAITH FORMATION
Life-long Faith Formation
Retreat and Enrichment Opportunities
Parish Leadership Formation
Catechist Formation
Ongoing Parish Faith Formation Support
Training for Parish Faith Formation Leaders

HISPANIC MINISTRIES
Assistance to Hispanic community on evangelization, 
liturgical and cultural celebrations, family and youth 
ministry, translations, outreach, advocacy, and migrant 
ministry.

LAY MINISTRY
Four-year formation process
Ongoing education and evaluations
Retreats
Annual meetings

LITURGY
Formation for all Liturgical Ministers
Certification of Extraordinary Ministers
 of Holy Communion
Consultation and coordination of:
• Parish and Diocesan Liturgical Arts
• Building and Renovation of Worship Spaces
• Catechumenate Process (RCIA) Leaders
• All Diocesan Liturgies
• Diocesan Choir and Musicians
• Liturgical Rites and Rituals
• Monthly “Holy Hours” throughout the diocese
• Liturgical Resources Materials for  

Pastoral Leadership

TRIBUNAL
Train Advocates
Clarification of marital status; when appropriate,  
 grant decree of nullity
Offers Parish support for nullity process

VOCATIONS
Recruitment, Vocation Discernment and Seminarian 
Formation and Support

YOUTH MINISTRY
March for Life
Y.E.S. (Youth Encounter Service)
World Youth Day
Feed the Fire
MYFaith
Parish Youth Ministry Formation
Youth Leadership Formation 
Middle School Retreat

SPECIAL DONATIONS  
& SUBSIDIES
Black and Indian Missions
Catholic Family Service
Catholic Communication Campaign
Catholic Home Missions
Catholic University
Church of Africa
Church of Latin America
Holy Father (Peter’s Pence)
Holy Land
Holy See
National Human Life Amendment
National Rural Life Amendment



Diocese of Saginaw	 (989) 799-7910
Bishop’s Office	 (989) 797-6683
Catholic Family Service	 (989) 797-6638
Catholic Schools	 (989) 797-6651
CCFMM	 (989) 797-6684
Cemetery Office	 (989) 797-6672
Center for Ministry	 (989) 797-6607
Chancellor	 (989) 797-6620
Child and Youth Protection	 (989) 797-6682
Christian Service	 (989) 797-6646
Communications	 (989) 797-6630
CSA Payments	 (989) 797-6626
Development	 (989) 797-6693
Facilities and Construction	 (989) 797-6617
Faith Formation	 (989) 797-6608
Finance Office	 (989) 797-6617 
 

Hispanic Ministry	 (989) 797-6655
Human Resources	 (989) 797-6687
Lay Ministry	 (989) 797-6609
Little Books	 (989) 797-6653
Liturgy Office	 (989) 797-6665
Mission Office	 (989) 797-6633
Permanent Diaconate	 (989) 797-6662
Priesthood Vocations	 (989) 835-7121 ext. 34
Print and Digital Media	 (989) 797-6619
Receptionist	 (989) 799-7910
Seminarian Formation	 (989) 797-6647
Stewardship 	 (989) 797-6679
Tribunal 	 (989) 797-6623
Vicar for Priests	 (989) 797-6649
Youth Ministry	 (989) 797-6639

Established in 1938	
56 	 parishes
11 	 counties
6,955	 square miles
708,837	 total population
91,427	 Catholic population
2,497	 Students in Catholic Schools
5,141	 Students in Faith Formation 
8 	 Seminarians in formation

In 2016, we celebrated:
940	 Baptisms
131	 Received into full Communion
995	 First Communions
890	 Confirmations
313	 Marriages
1,357	 Deaths

How to Contact Us – So We May Serve You

Your CSA Gifts Help Support These Diocesan Ministries and Offerings

Thank You For Being A Part Of The Catholic Services Appeal

Our Diocese at a Glance:	
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Thank you for your continued support.  
The many offices within the Diocese of Saginaw are available to help you and your parish.

For more information about ministries, services and programs made possible by CSA, please 
visit the diocesan website at www.saginaw.org.

CatholicDiocese ofSaginaw

A young participant at a special Hispanic liturgy.



The theme of this year’s Catholic Services Appeal, noted above, sounds a 
bit familiar to last year’s CSA campaign “Advancing the Mission of Christ – 
Here I Am Lord.” The similarity is more than coincidental. To truly answer 
our call to live as disciples in Christ, it is not enough to simply be present. 
We must take the next step to act. “What shall I do, Lord?”

The opportunities to “act” in the name of Jesus and the spirit of 
discipleship are countless. Among those opportunities are the many 
tangible activities in your own parish and throughout the Diocese of 
Saginaw. It is important to keep in mind that many of the diocesan 
programs, services and educational initiatives which lend assistance to 
parishes, organizations and individuals are supported, in part or in whole, 
by CSA funding. 

Your gift to CSA provides an essential and necessary portion of revenue 
for these programs as well as the overall diocesan budget, always with the 
goal of advancing the mission of Christ among all those entrusted to our 
care. That mission very often goes beyond individual parishes to larger, 
diocesan events. One exciting example is the MYFaith experience held in 
August. This year will be our third MYFaith event. In each of the past two 
events, nearly 1,000 young people from around the diocese came together 
to grow in their Catholic faith through fellowship, guest speakers, break-
out sessions, music and prayer. 

Each year, I personally contribute to the CSA and ask you to join me in 
making your own pledge to this annual appeal. This brochure highlights a 
sampling of the programs and events supported by CSA. You may choose 
to make a pledge based on some calculation, for example one or two hours 
of pay per month or a percentage of your income; or you may decide on a 
set donation. Every pledge is important and greatly appreciated.

Thank you in advance for your generosity. With prayers and gratitude,

 
Most Reverend Joseph R. Cistone, D.D.
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Thank You For Being A Part Of The Catholic Services Appeal

Advancing the Mission of Christ – What Shall I Do, Lord?

Dear Friends in Christ,Dear Friends in Christ,Dear Friends in Christ,Dear Friends in Christ,Dear Friends in Christ,Dear Friends in Christ,Dear Friends in Christ,Dear Friends in Christ,

Catholic Diocese of Saginaw

A participant in 2017 Youth  
Encounter Service.
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Throughout the 40 years of the CSA-supported lay ministry 
program, lay ministers have and continue to spread the Gospel 
in ways ranging from developing food pantries to visiting 
and praying with inmates to serving as parish leaders and 
mentors. Lay ministers faithfully serve their parishes and 
greater communities in incredible ways after completing a 
four-year program of theology and spiritual formation which 
involves nearly 300 hours of training and retreat experiences. 
The lay ministry program directed by the Diocese of Saginaw 
prepares Catholics from all walks of life and backgrounds - 
business owners, attorneys, healthcare workers, executives, 
laborers, educators and others – to return to their parishes and 
communities commissioned to advance the mission of 
Christ. There are nearly 400 lay ministers directly serving 
nearly every parish in the diocese and dozens more candidates 
are in the formation program.

A D V A N C I N G  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  C H R I S T :

There are 20 permanent deacons serving in our diocese. Five men are in 
the permanent deaconate training program.

Bishop Cistone with young people at a Feed the Fire gathering.

More than 250 young people from the Diocese of Saginaw attended the national March for Life earlier this year.

Some lay ministers are joined by their director as they proudly show the 
number of years they have been sharing their ministry in their parishes.

“What shall I do, Lord?” is a question we answer in many different ways. Supported  
by the programs and offerings provided by the Diocese of Saginaw, individuals  
respond with some of the following life-giving examples.

Young men who were among the nearly 40 high school 
students who participated in Y.E.S. in the diocese last 
summer.

There are many individuals in our 
diocese who are unable to physically 
join their parish communities for the 
celebration of Mass and the sacraments. 
In direct response to a growing need 
for trained ministers to visit the sick 
and homebound, the diocese sponsors 
training sessions in pastoral care and 
grief recovery. To date, 199 people in 
42 parishes have completed formal 
training for visiting the sick and 
homebound. Additionally, nearly 40 
individuals are trained in grief recovery. 
Grief recovery training requires 
completion of a faith-based course 
offered by the diocese to learn how to 
provide support to others through the 
stages of grief. These individuals are 
now serving people in their own parish 
communities, and some are becoming 
facilitators so they are able to teach 
these needed skills to others.

199 people in 42 parishes have completed formal 
training for visiting the sick and homebound.

With research showing a growing number of young people leaving the Catholic faith, ministry 
to the youth of our diocese is of great importance. The Office of Youth Ministry coordinates 
regular opportunities for young people to come together and gather as a larger group so they 
know they are not alone. 

Offerings such as Feed the Fire Masses, held at different churches throughout the year, 
bring together young people from multiple parish communities for Mass with Bishop Cistone, 
dinner, fellowship, formation and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

The diocese also sponsors the annual Youth Encounter Service (Y.E.S.) immersion 
experience, which gathers teens from across the diocese for a week of service and outreach. 
These young people advance the mission of Christ by volunteering on projects in urban areas, 
while being educated on Catholic social teaching. 

Funding through CSA also makes possible the coordination of pilgrimages to the annual 
March for Life in Washington, D.C., where hundreds of youth from our parishes stand up 
for life, the National Catholic Youth Conference and even World Youth Day. 

CSA also supports the one-day youth conference, 
MYFaith, which draws nearly 1,000 young 
people from all corners of the diocese’s 11 counties 
to encounter Jesus Christ through dynamic speakers, 
spirit-filled prayer, contemporary music, sacramental 
reconciliation, Eucharist, discussion, and much more.

These offerings and others help young people to take 
ownership of their faith.



The theme of this year’s Catholic Services Appeal, noted above, sounds a 
bit familiar to last year’s CSA campaign “Advancing the Mission of Christ – 
Here I Am Lord.” The similarity is more than coincidental. To truly answer 
our call to live as disciples in Christ, it is not enough to simply be present. 
We must take the next step to act. “What shall I do, Lord?”

The opportunities to “act” in the name of Jesus and the spirit of 
discipleship are countless. Among those opportunities are the many 
tangible activities in your own parish and throughout the Diocese of 
Saginaw. It is important to keep in mind that many of the diocesan 
programs, services and educational initiatives which lend assistance to 
parishes, organizations and individuals are supported, in part or in whole, 
by CSA funding. 

Your gift to CSA provides an essential and necessary portion of revenue 
for these programs as well as the overall diocesan budget, always with the 
goal of advancing the mission of Christ among all those entrusted to our 
care. That mission very often goes beyond individual parishes to larger, 
diocesan events. One exciting example is the MYFaith experience held in 
August. This year will be our third MYFaith event. In each of the past two 
events, nearly 1,000 young people from around the diocese came together 
to grow in their Catholic faith through fellowship, guest speakers, break-
out sessions, music and prayer. 

Each year, I personally contribute to the CSA and ask you to join me in 
making your own pledge to this annual appeal. This brochure highlights a 
sampling of the programs and events supported by CSA. You may choose 
to make a pledge based on some calculation, for example one or two hours 
of pay per month or a percentage of your income; or you may decide on a 
set donation. Every pledge is important and greatly appreciated.

Thank you in advance for your generosity. With prayers and gratitude,

 
Most Reverend Joseph R. Cistone, D.D.
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A nine-month pledge to CSA allows you to make a generous gift to 
the Catholic Services Appeal. Consider a 10 percent down payment 
with your pledge, followed by nine monthly payments made July 
through March.

The diocese will send reminders for your payments, if you request. 
You may select to fulfill your pledge by cash, check or credit card 
payments. 

A pledge is not legally binding, but rather a promise of what a 
parishioner intends to do. All parishioners are asked to make a 
planned, prayerful and sacrificial gift.

Diocese of Saginaw	 (989) 799-7910
Bishop’s Office	 (989) 797-6683
Catholic Family Service	 (989) 797-6638
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Human Resources	 (989) 797-6687
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Mission Office	 (989) 797-6633
Permanent Diaconate	 (989) 797-6662
Priesthood Vocations	 (989) 835-7121 ext. 34
Print and Digital Media	 (989) 797-6619
Receptionist	 (989) 799-7910
Seminarian Formation	 (989) 797-6647
Stewardship 	 (989) 797-6679
Tribunal 	 (989) 797-6623
Vicar for Priests	 (989) 797-6649
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Established in 1938	
56 	 parishes
11 	 counties
6,955	 square miles
708,837	 total population
91,427	 Catholic population
2,497	 Students in Catholic Schools
5,141	 Students in Faith Formation 
8 	 Seminarians in formation

In 2016, we celebrated:
940	 Baptisms
131	 Received into full Communion
995	 First Communions
890	 Confirmations
313	 Marriages
1,357	 Deaths
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of Saginaw. A portion is used to fund a variety of 
domestic and international organizations, some of 
which had previously been “second collections” in 
parishes. The Finance Council for the Diocese sets 
each year’s target and oversees the distribution 
of funds to ensure they are used to finance the 
ministries, services, and programs for which they 
are intended.
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Thank you for your continued support.  
The many offices within the Diocese of Saginaw are available to help you and your parish.

For more information about ministries, services and programs made possible by CSA, please 
visit the diocesan website at www.saginaw.org.
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A young participant at a special Hispanic liturgy.
A participant in 2017 Youth  
Encounter Service.


