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Story:

The Heart of 
Discipleship 











Let’s talk about the 
news…..



The Gospel of the Lord 



• There are two Irish 
words for “word”-
focal and briathar. 

• Focal. See focloir
which literally means 
a “word place”- a 
dictionary. 

• Briathar which means 
word but also ‘verb’. 

• The Word of God is 
‘Briathar De’ – or 
literally verb of God. 

• Suggests “activity” –
not just letters on a 
page . God is with us 
and doing things in 
our midst. 





Push Versus Pull Strategies



How do we awaken disciples?

The Kerygma 

Conversion

Evangelization

Discipleship

Mission 



Then the disciples came and asked him, "Why do you speak to 
them [the crowds] in parables?"

The reason I speak to them in parables is that 'seeing they 
do not perceive, and hearing they do not listen, nor do 

they understand.' (cf. Is 6:9-10)

For this people's heart has grown dull, and their ears are 
hard of hearing, and they have shut their eyes; so that they 

might not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and 
understand with their heart and turn--and I would heal them.'

Adapted From Matthew 13:10-17





We share the Gospel by 
proclaiming the basic story of 
salvation which is called the 

kerygma.



The Story Begins









“An arrow aimed at the head, will not pierce the heart”. 



The Congo Massachusetts England



KERYGMA (from the Greek keryssein, to proclaim, and keryx, herald) refers to 

the initial and essential proclamation of the gospel message. The word appears 

nine times in the New Testament: once in Matthew (12:41), once in Mark 

(16:20), once in Luke (11:32), and six times in the letters of St. Paul (Rom. 

16:25; 1 Cor. 1:21, 2:4, 15:14; 2 Tim. 4:17; and Titus 1:3)





NICK’S STORY



Be the Mustard Seed

-Anonymous





ANDREA MANTEGNA

ITALIAN, 1431-1506. 



Be the Mustard Seed

-Anonymous









What difference has Jesus made to my life? 



➢Between 1999 and 2017 
among Americans aged 25-
64 the rates of:

➢ Drug overdose increased 
fourfold. 

➢Rates of suicide increased 
38.3%

➢Midlife deaths from 
alcoholic liver disease grew 
40%. 

➢Alcohol poisoning deaths 
rose fourfold.



On the lips of the 
catechist the first 

proclamation must 
ring out over and 
over: “Jesus Christ 
loves you; he gave 
his life to save you; 

and now he is living 
at your side every 
day to enlighten, 

strengthen and free 
you.”
(EG, 164)





Activity: Think 
about someone 
you love. How 
would you 
explain the 
kergyma to them 
without using 
the word 
kerygma? 



The Kergyma Must be 
Embedded in All Parish Efforts



Mario Minniti,

The Five Wounds of Christ, 

The Man of Sorrows



• The Church will have to 
initiate everyone – priests, 
religious and laity – into this 
“art of accompaniment”
which teaches us to remove 
our sandals before the sacred 
ground of the other (cf. Ex 
3:5). 

• The pace of this 
accompaniment must be 
steady and reassuring, 
reflecting our closeness and 
our compassionate gaze 
which also heals, liberates 
and encourages growth in the 
Christian life.



“Do not come any 
closer,” God 

said. “Take off your 
sandals, for the place 

where you are 
standing is 

holy ground.”

Exodus 3:5





Pain that is not transformed is transferred





“ The architecture of 

the kerygma depends 

on the audience, the 

maturity, and the 

degree of receptivity of 

the hearers. Spend time 

thinking about which 

movement of the 

kerygma the person(s) 

might be familiar or not 

familiar with and what 

their response to the 

story has been up to 

this point in their life.”



Our Story Takes on Meaning 
in the Light of the Great Story

“When My Story Encounters God’s Story and becomes Our Story
we begin to see our lives within the grand story of Salvation History.”  

God’s 
Story

Our Story 

My 
Story 

- Tom McGrath



“Whether you were baptized as a child 
or joined the Church as an adult, 

you have a story of faith.

Whether you sincerely live your faith in quiet 
or have a great public ministry, 

you have a story of faith.

Whether you have a grade-school knowledge of the catechism 
or have a theological degree, 
you have a story of faith.”

What’s Your Story?

- Go and Make Disciples, USCCB 



I was.              God did.      I am. 



Mary 
Presenting 
Jesus to the 
World
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