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In his May 15, 2020 letter to the People of the Diocese of God in the 

Diocese of Saginaw, Bishop Gruss wrote: 

 

The abuse of one child is a tragedy that cries out to heaven. 

“See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that 

their angels in heaven always look upon the face of my heavenly 

Father.”  (Matthew 10:18) 

 

Victims, their families, and all of the Faithful are especially 

aggrieved by child sexual abuse by clergy.  Each report of clergy 

assaults our memories and our Faith.  While we cannot change the 

past, we can commit ourselves to preemptively identify the warning 

signs of abuse… 

 

A Mass of Atonement is based on Scripture:  “If one part suffers, all the 

parts suffer with it.” (1 Corinthians 12:26)  Bishop Gruss unites 

himself with those who have suffered child abuse and neglect, in 

particular with those who have suffered child sexual abuse by 

clergy.   

 

 



Gathering Song:                                                    Hold Us in Your Mercy 



THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Rito Introductorio 

Greeting 
 
 
 
Penitential Act 
 
 
Bishop Gruss will remove or set aside the symbols of his office (his Episcopal 

ring, miter and crosier) and prostrate himself before the cross and altar.  The 

prostration, similar to the prostration at the Good Friday Liturgy, signifies 

contrition, humility, reverence, and deep anguish for the suffering Christ, and 

the grief and sorrow of the Church. 



Text: ICEL, © 2010 
Music: Mass for the People of God, James J. Chepponis, © 2011, GIA Publications Inc. 
All Right Reserved 



 

  

Gloria 



Second Reading:                                                            Philippians 2:6‐11 

Gospel Acclamation 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Liturgia de la Palabra 

First Reading:                                                                   Numbers 21:4b‐9 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm 51:                                            Be Merciful, O Lord            

  



THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Liturgia de la Eucaristia 

  
Preparation of the Altar  and Gifts 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
Gospel:                                                                                      John 3:13‐17            
 
 
                                                                                                                                     
Homily:                                                    Bishop Gruss 

 



The Great Amen 

Communion Rite 

 

     The Lord’s Prayer 

 

     Sign of Peace 

The Mystery of Faith 



Lamb of God 

Communion Song:                                                                   Pan de Vida            

Prayer After Communion 

 

 

 

 

 



Blessing 

 

Closing Song:                                                                Glory in the Cross            

THE CONCLUDING RITES 

Ritos Finales 

Text and Music:  Dan Schutte, b. 1947, © 2000, Daniel L. Schutte. Published by OCP. 
All Rights Reserved. 







If you are a victim of clergy abuse or know of someone who is, you are urged to make 
direct contact with local law enforcement and the Michigan Attorney General’s 
investigation hotline at 844-324-3374 or by emailing aginvestigations@mi.gov. 

If you have cause to suspect a child, young person, or vulnerable adult is being 
neglected or abused by anyone, immediately contact the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services at its 24/7 hotline number: 855.444.3911.  

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service (CBAR) has been established to receive 
reports of sexual abuse and related misconduct by bishops and to relay those reports to 
proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, 
visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When a report includes a crime, 
such as the sexual abuse of a minor, it will also be reported to civil authorities. 
Otherwise, reports will be kept confidential. 

The Diocese of Saginaw is concerned for all victims of abuse and their families.  If at 
any time, now or in the past, a priest or deacon has abused you, please contact law 
enforcement and then contact the Victim Assistance Coordinator:  

Catholic Family Service:  victim.assistance@dioceseofsaginaw.org        

     989-797-6682 

If you suspect a child or vulnerable adult is in immediate danger, call 911. 
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