“Give to the Most
High as He has given
to you, generously,
according to your
means. For the Lord
IS one who always
repays, and He will
give back to you
sevenfold.”

Sirach 35:9-10

A message
from Bishop Gruss.....

The COVID-19 pandemic has
brought many challenges this
past year. But through it all, | have
been inspired by the resiliency of
the people, the ministry of Jesus
Christ which has taken place
across the Diocese of Saginaw,
and how so many have reached
out in service to others.

Christ’s Mission Appeal is an
important way in which every
Catholic family can serve one
another in a sacrificial way. All
gifts, large or small, touch the lives
of the people we serve here in our
diocese. Your sacrificial support
is important to us, deeply valued
and necessary for the Lord’s work
to continue and grow.

Please prayerfully seek the
Lord’s guidance regarding what
he is asking of you in light of this
year’s appeal. Trusting that “the
Lord is one who always repays,”
your financial support and your
prayers for the 2021 Christ’s
Mission Appeal are essential in

carrying forward the Gospel in
the Diocese of Saginaw. God’s
blessings and peace to you and
your families!



Christ’s Mission Appeal is the primary opportunity for
Catholics throughout the Diocese of Saginaw to support
and sustain programs that would not otherwise be
possible through one individual or parish. Your generos:ty.
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Food for the journey ...
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The Mass also is available live
on closed circuit television at
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Maria Gloria Miranda serves up dinner and friendly
hospitality after a Mass especially for migrant

Where two or more are gathered." families who work at many mid-Michigan farms.

During the past year, the Diocese of Saginaw held events ranging from a celebration in a
farmer’s barn to an online worship and evangelization program for teens and young adults.

Largely organized by Fr. Stephen Blaxton, the parochial administrator of Holy Family Parish in
Sandusky, with food provided by a local Knights of Columbus chapter, Bishop Gruss presided at a
Mass in July 2021 in the “Thumb” region. The liturgy, along with a program, supported rural living
and highlighted the importance of Catholic culture in rural communities.

Utilizing new ways to reach large groups, the Diocese held an online youth event called Witness
in November 2020. Nearly 3,000 viewers watched the event on the night of its airing or in the
following days. High school students from diocesan parishes provided praise music and served as
co-emcees with Bishop Gruss and Fr. Adam Maher.

Deacon Librado (Larry) Gayton,

~ director of the diocesan Office
~of Multicultural Affairs, laughs

W|th some of the falthful who

Nouvel Catholic Central High School students
Billy Buchalski and Jessenia Olascuaga join
Fr. Adam Maher and Bishop Gruss to co-

host the Witness virtual event for youth and
Adam is the chaplain at




A student at All Saints Elementary School in Bay City
receives a blessing during an outdoor Mass and May
crowning. Students brought flowering plants to be
placed around a statue of the Blessed Mother.

the Church.

The appeal helps to provide enrichment for teachers and
administrators in our 12 Catholic schools and support of faith formation
programs at parishes. Funding from Christ’s Mission Appeal, coupled
with the generosity of a private donor, has provided “Welcome
Scholarships” to more than 300 students in the past few years.

Appeal funds also help to provide training for parish volunteers who
guide hundreds of children and adults who are in preparation to join

Christ’s Mission Appeal also helps to fund Faith Saginaw magazine.
The publication, which features stories about people within the
Diocese of Saginaw who are living their Catholic faith by evangelizing

and performing corporal works of mercy as well as columns from
regional and national Church leaders, is published six times annually

and sent to nearly 28,000 families.

Go into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel...

Christ’s Mission Appeal also
helps to provide education and
formation for religious and lay
leaders for the Diocese. This past
year, the Diocese celebrated the
ordination to the priesthood of Fr.
Kevin Wojciechowski and to the

permanent diaconate of four men.

Every year, a new group of
faithful from across the Diocese
enroll in a four-year program
of practical, spiritual and
theological training to become
commissioned lay ministers.
The nearly 400 lay ministers

Bishgp Gruss presides at the live,

Alan Wright, from St. Michael Parish in Maple
Grove, Andrew Waligorski, from Holy Family Parish
in Sandusky, Dale Sisson from Christ the Good
Shepherd Parish in Saginaw and Jacob Huysentruyt
from Holy Family Parish in Sandusky at their
ordination as permanent deacons.

currently in the Diocese serve
in a variety of capacities in
their parishes. Their roles vary
from assisting with liturgies to
outreach to parishioners.

Every year for the past
several years, more than 800
people have been baptized
and nearly 1,800 faithful have
received First Communion and
Confirmation throughout the
Diocese.




Lisa Seeley, principal at St. Mary’s School in Alma,
at the school’s main doors where student-made
banners add to the sense of welcome for visitors.
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